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Equal opportunities Summer Term -2009
Content
· Black Teacher Rights
· LGBT Rights

· Trade Union Congress

· Blair Peach

Dear Colleague, 
I hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable half term break.

NUT Annual Conference, Cardiff April 2009
Black Teachers Rights
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“Black teachers are twice as likely to leave the profession as our white counterparts” Susan Virgo (Birmingham) told conference, moving a motion on the Union’s black members’ structure. She said black teachers needed representation within the formal structure of the union to address the particular issues they face, including – isolation, bullying and lack of promotion and support.

Molly Perineau (Lambeth) said “Not to separate, to unite, to pull together – that’s what the motion is about.”

Well done Susan.

The next Black Teachers Conference will be @ Stoke Rochford Hall, Nr Grantham, Friday 6- Sunday 8 November 2009. Come along and get your views and voice heard, network and have some fun.
LGBT rights
Dave Brinson (LGBT Conference) moved a motion on fighting for LGBT rights. “Homophonic bullying is an endemic in our schools. Comments like: ‘that’s so gay feed into an already negative language culture,’ said Annette Price (Amersham and Buckinghamshire). The motion instructed the NUT’s Executive to campaign for schools to a have policies on recruitment, behaviour and harassment and bullying that support LGBT staff and pupils.
TUC Black Workers Conference -2009
The TUC black workers conference is held annually and debates the major issues facing black workers in the labour market. It is attended by delegations sent by trade unions affiliated to the TUC. Every year the NUT sends delegates from all over the country, representing Birmingham NUT this year were Roger King and Sandra Mitchell.
Birmingham based ‘Black Teachers Group’ meet once a term and after BANUT general meetings to discuss issues affecting black teachers. (See www.banut.net for more details).

Motion - World Economic Crisis and the Far Right
Moved by National Union of Teachers (Frank Osawo)  
Was well received and passed unanimously
Blair Peach
Blair Peach (NUT member) died after being struck on the head by police baton while taking part in an anti-fascist demonstration against the National Front in Southall in 1979. A brochure is available on Blair Peach’s life from Nick Grant of Ealing NUT, email secretary@ealing.nut.org.uk or call 07958542872.
Thought for the term…‘what are you supposed to do when you don’t like something…change it, if you can’t change it, change the way you think about it. (Maya Angelou)
Sandra Mitchell – Equal Opportunity Officer
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